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West Riding of Yorkshire ultimately became
the most prominent scene of the operations of
the Luddites. The solitary moors and commons
afforded convenient gathering grounds for the
rioters, who used to assemble in the dead of
night and debate their desperate plans, a fearful
oath being administered to every member of
the organisation never to reveal their secrets
tc to any person or persons under the canopy of
heaven/' under the penalty of being " sent out
of the world by the first brother " who should
meet them, having their name and character
" blotted out of existence, never to be remem-
bered but with contempt and abhorrence."
The movement swelled to the proportions
of a rebellion; no mill or millowner was safe
from attack. Bands of military were planted
throughout the districts, and encounters between
the soldiers and the rioters were almost of daily
occurrence. The gaols were soon overflowing
with prisoners, who became so numerous that
special commissions were necessary to try them.
At the special commission opened at York on
January I3th, 1813, sixty-four persons were
put upon their trial for offences connected with
Luddism, and fifteen of them were executed on
the same scaffold on the morning of the six-
teenth of the same month. After that the
activity of the Luddites was relaxed, and it
gradually began to dawn upon the people
that there were other causes than the intro-
duction of machinery responsible for their
distress.

The rapidity with which the change from
hand to mechanical labour had been brought